
 
 

 

Tower Project Update 

Weekend of September 8 & 9, 2012
 

The demolition of the other three spires continues; stonemasons have been working on the 
Southwest spire over the last two weeks.  During the demolition of the Southwest spire, they have 
found horizontal layers of metal which need to be eliminated from the spires.  Masons are carefully 
and diligently removing the stone courses of the spires to ensure as many of the original stones can 
be used when the masons begin rebuilding the spires.  Upon demolition, the corroded metal rod at 
the core of each spire will be replaced with a stainless steel rod.  It is estimated the workers will use 
a minimum of 80 bags of cement that will have to be hand mixed as each spire is rebuilt.    
 

The General Contractor, in collaboration with the Rector and stonemasons, has studied the 
original rendering of the Cathedral created by Nicholas Clayton when he set forth to build our 
magnificent bell towers.  After studying various photographs taken at several times throughout our 
160 year history, limestone finials were set atop each of the spires in the East Tower upon the 
completion of the towers in 1907 [see photograph in bottom left-hand corner].  A similar finial can still be 
found atop the spire of the small West Tower [see photograph in the bottom right-hand corner].  In an 
effort to preserve the great legacy that was left to us by our predecessors, the Cathedral has 

commissioned the creation of five terra cotta 
finials which will be made as exact replicas of the 
original craftsmanship Clayton designed for the 
Cathedral.  We sent a limestone sample to Boston 
Valley 
Terra 
Cotta, New 
York this 
week; 
Boston 
Valley 
Terra Cotta 
will match 
the stone 
color to 
ensure the 
terra cotta 
finials 
blend well 
with the 
Cordova 
Limestone 
used in the 



construction of the Cathedral.  Each finial stands approximately 42 inches in height, 36 inches in 
width, and has intricate detailing as seen in the photograph to the right.  The terra cotta finials will 
weather better and are more durable than the original limestone finials.  The finial atop the West 
Tower is being replaced because it has begun to crack due to weathering and a lightning rod that 
was attached to the finial itself. 

 

Please see the Cathedral Bulletin for 
details regarding accessing the Cathedral 
during the week.  Call the Cathedral 
Office at 476-6182 if you need handicap 
access for weekday Reconciliation and 
Daily Mass. 

Please continue to pray for the success of the Tower Restoration and 
the safety of the workers. 

Mary, Queen of Heaven, Pray for Us. 
 

Specific questions about the Tower Project may be directed to office@smcaustin.org 

Left—Nicholas Clayton’s sketches of the 
Cathedral Towers and Façade.  Notice the 
finials are depicted in the drawing atop each of 
the spires of the East Tower.  Below—A close 
up of the limestone finial. 
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